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was hospitably received;1 his wickedness was ignored or for-
gotten ; and his misfortunes excited the ready sympathy of his
generous but imprudent host. A parliament was held'at Bor-
deaux. The Grand Master of Alcantara was sent to London to
implore the favour and support of Edward III. The king's
answer was favourable. The parliament was not unwilling.
The Black Prince was eager to appear as a supporter of a dis-
tressed and legitimate monarch ; and it was decided to send an
expedition into Spain to restore Peter to his sovereign rights.

The gallant Sir John Chandos, one of the original knights of
the most noble Order of the Garter, did his best to dissuade the
prince from engaging in so disgraceful an alliance, but his remon-
strances proving of no effect, he accepted an important command
in the army.

By the Treaty of Libourne (23rd September, 1366) between
Edward, Peter and Charles the Bad of Navarre, the Black
Prince advanced to the King of Castile 600,000 golden florins,
repayable in one year, and undertook to restore him to his
throne by force of arms, receiving as his reward the lordship of
Biscay, or of certain seaports on the coast, of great value to
Edward as Lord of Guyenne and Gascony; while Charles of
Navarre, who had already received 60,000 florins from Henry of
Trastamara as the price of his oath to close the pass of Ronces-
valles 2 against the Prince of Wales, accepted 56,000 florins from
his new allies as ths price of his oath to give them free passage.3
Charles of Navarre observed all his oaths by stationing troops at
the entrance to Roncesvalles, and giving private orders to their
commander to run away at the approach of the enemy; and by
procuring that he himself should be taken prisoner by a friendly
knight, and kept in confinement until the issue of the invasion
was decided!4

The Black Prince, the most loyal and perfect knight in
Europe, unable to raise the promised subsidy with sufficient

1 Don Pedro had been affianced when very young to a daughter of Edward III.
The young princess, however, died at Bayonne on her way from England to Castile.
The treaty for a matrimonial alliance between Alfonso XI.'s son and Edward IIL's
daughter may be seen in Rymer's Fadem, ill, part 2.

2Thje only route across the western Pyrenees from Guyenne to Castile.
Yanguas, t. it, p. 203; Ayala, Abr., p. 435.

3 For all that concerns Navarre, and Charles the Bad of that kingdom, at this
time, the best modern authority is Secousse, Mtmoires pour servir d Vhistoire de
Charles II. (le Maieuais} de Navarre (Paris, 1758), one vol. ; and the Recenil ate
Pilces, supplementary to the same, though published previously, Paris, 1755.

4 Ayala, 436-464; Froissart, i., part iL, cap. ccxxiv.